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during his London sojourn, Gandhi began to think deeply about
India's home rule. There he sought out Indians of all shades
of political opinion—nationalists, constitutionalists and terrorists.
While he debated with them, his own political views were taking
shape. Some of the tenets, which later formed the core of his booklet,
found their first expression in his letter addressed to Lord Ampthill
on October 9, 1909, from the Westminster Palace Hotel.
He wrote that impatience with the British rule was widespread in
India as was Indian hatred of the British. Partisans of violence were
gaining ground. Against this, repression would be futile. Yet he
feared that "British rulers will not give liberally, and in time. The
British people seem to be obsessed by the demon of commercial
selfishness. The fault is not of men but of the system. . . India is
exploited in the interests of foreign capitalists- The true remedy lies,
in my humble opinion, in England discarding modern civilization ...
which is a negation of the spirit of Christianity.35
"But this is a large order," he said. "The railways, machineries,
and the corresponding increase of indulgent habits are the true
badge of slavery of the Indian people, as they are of Europeans. I,
therefore, have no quarrel with the rulers. I have every quarrel with
their methods... To me the rise of cities like Calcutta and Bombay is a
matter of sorrow rather than congratulations. India has lost in having
broken up a part of her village system.
"Holding these views, I share the national spirit, but I totally dis-
sent from the methods, whether of the Extremists or of the Moderates,
for either party relies on violence ultimately. Violent methods must
mean an acceptance of modern civilization, and, therefore, of the
same ruinous composition we notice here, and the consequent destruc-
tion of morality. I should be uninterested in the fact as to who
rules, I should expect rulers to rule according to my wish, otherwise

